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ULTIMATE TEAM BEAR 
FIGHTS TO THE END
From Montana beef burgers 
and authentic street tacos to 
meatloaf and mashed potatoes, 
the new University of Montana 
dining truck has it all. 
The Galloping Griz, which 
opened this week, offers a 
breakfast and lunch service at 
the Missoula College Mondays 
through Fridays from 8:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. The dining truck 
will also be on the UM campus 
outside of the Lommasson Cen-
ter Thursdays through Sundays 
 Thom Bridge/Montana Kaimin
Missoula’s rental market could be most affected by the University’s enrollment decline.
The University of Montana 
drives Missoula’s economy, so 
as budget cuts and recent en-
rollment drops afflict campus, 
local industry will be affected 
as well.
“Clearly if there’s reduction 
of students or a reduction in 
payroll or economic activity at 
UM, that’s bound to have an ef-
fect on the larger community,” 
Missoula mayor John Engen 
said. 
Western Montana’s largest 
single employer, UM, is plan-
ning for potential budget cuts 
in the next fiscal year. Reduc-
tions to the General Fund, 
which is comprised of state al-
locations and tuition revenue, 
may force school administra-
tion to eliminate certain jobs, 
classes or services — austerity 
measures sure to trickle across 
town.
“As an economist, you have to 
take into account the big picture,” 
UM’s Bureau of Business and 
Economic Research Director 
Proposed budget cuts could hurt city economy
MISSOULA
Brett Berntsen
Montana Kaimin
See BUDGET, page 12
New dining truck 
serves late night food
Grace Ryan
Montana Kaimin
CAMPUS
from 9 p.m. until midnight. 
“Food trucks are the new 
trend,” UM concessions man-
ager Ian Waetje said. “We want 
to be a part of that as well and 
be able to offer a variety of 
things.” 
For the breakfast and lunch 
service at Missoula College, the 
dining truck will offer tradi-
tional American grill food such 
as burgers, chicken sandwiches 
and fresh salads. They’ll also 
offer daily specials like pulled 
pork sandwiches. The late 
night mountain campus menu 
See FOOD TRUCK, page 3
CAMPUS
Zoo museum YouTube videos go viral
Zeno Wicks
Montana Kaimin
The Brain Scoop, a new 
YouTube channel founded by 
University of Montana gradu-
ate Emily Graslie, is bringing 
national attention to UM’s zoo-
logical museum. 
Graslie, who now works at 
the museum, became infatuat-
ed with it — and its over 24,000 
specimens — during her senior 
year. Her love led to the cre-
ation of her YouTube channel, 
where she answers important 
biological questions using ani-
mals from the museum. 
Although The Brain Scoop 
is just a few months old, it has 
been licensed by the Smithso-
nian, recognized by NPR and 
high school teachers across the 
country are using the videos 
to engage their students. The 
channel already has nearly 
100,000 subscribers.
To choose the content of 
each video, Graslie said she 
often puts out inquiries to see 
what people want next. Some-
times, she will choose a topic 
that seems to be most appropri-
ate for the time period. 
“We did a five-part series 
of wolf videos,” Graslie said. 
“There was a wolf special-
ist who had a couple of dead 
wolves in her freezer. She calls 
us up one day and asks us if we 
want these wolves.”
She said that because the 
wolves are biological speci-
mens and prone to deteriora-
tion, she had to get them the 
following day and immediately 
begin filming. 
The wolf series, along with 
several other videos on The 
Brain Scoop, have gained na-
tional and international atten-
tion. However, Graslie said she 
doesn’t believe the global ac-
claim has been enough to earn 
proper recognition from the 
University. 
“The most unfortunate part 
about it is that we are globally 
recognized and have people 
that want to come visit, but we 
See BRAIN, page 5
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GOT NEWS? We’ve got news for you. Please send any news tips, ideas and press releases to EDITOR@MONTANAKAIMIN.COM.
The Montana Kaimin, in its 115th 
year, is published by the students of 
the University of Montana, Missoula. 
The UM School of Journalism uses 
the Montana Kaimin for practice 
courses but assumes no control 
over policy or content. 
The Montana Kaimin is printed on 
campus by Printing and Graphics. 
Send letters to the editor to 
editor@montanakaimin.com. 
Editorials are discussed and written 
by Kaimin editors. 
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By Lilian Langston
Raw Refreshment
YOUR WORLD THIS WEEK
 POLITICS COLUMN
heard around the
OVAL
LIBERAL ARTS BUILDING
“If I was a time 
traveling lesbian,
Audrey Hepburn and I 
would totally
 have a thing.”
THE OVAL
“It’s like Spanish goat sex 
in my mouth.”
BEHIND THE UC
“If I’m not pregnant 
by 32, you’re giving 
me blond, 
Jew-babies.”
FINE ART BUILDING
“I just want to earmuff 
her everytime you walk 
into the room.
But I can’t 
muff her muff. She 
needs protection.”
 ARTS + CULTURE COLUMN
By Brooks Joh nson, A+C editor
Heeeeeeyyyy there sports fans
KEEP MISSOULA WEIRD
Milk lovers, forget two percent — unpasteurized milk from 
small, unregulated dairy farms is finding its way to legalization 
in Montana. The potential passing of Montana House Bill 574 
could expose people to serious illness, but the included enzymes 
and bacteria that are good for human digestion are getting people 
in the moo-d to drink it.
Supporters are frustrated with this udderly ridiculous (get used 
to the cow puns now, because they aren’t going away) ban on raw 
milk because the measure is in line with the movement towards 
locally grown organic food, farmer accountability and personal 
responsibility. 
Large dairy operations fear bad publicity could arise for the 
dairy industry if one of the raw milk-related illnesses breaks out 
in the public. Currently if a person were to be infected, the farm-
er could serve up to six months behind bars and have to pay a 
maximum $500 fine. But these operators would be off the hook 
if HB574 passes. The consumer would take full responsibility for 
any health complications, which should be enough to per-suede 
the dairy industry to sell. 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimates 
that about 30,000 Montanans already drink raw milk. But Chris 
Rosenau, a retired acute medical transcriptionist from Stevens-
ville and a supporter of the measure, told the Associated Press 
that it is almost impossible to get an accurate number of people 
already drinking raw-milk, because of the — wait for it — under-
ground milk trade. 
“It’s already going on, but people are terrified of getting in 
trouble,” Rosenau said. “We shouldn’t be afraid of our govern-
ment.”
However, the CDC says that pasteurization is necessary to kill 
bacteria such as E. coli, salmonella and listeria and that raw milk 
was responsible for 2,384 illnesses, 284 hospitalizations and two 
deaths from 1998 to 2008. Rosenau said that those numbers may 
look scary, but it was also reported that there were 277 poultry 
related deaths and 237 deaths attributed to vegetables during the 
same timeframe. 
The House passed the bill in a 96-3 vote and Rep. Champ Ed-
munds, R-Missoula, who grew up on a dairy farm, is expecting a 
similar outcome in the Senate. The bill will moo-ve on to the Sen-
ate Agriculture, Irrigation and Livestock committee this week. 
Edmunds told the AP that he drank raw milk for 20 years, and 
while there are inherent risks, “even regulation does not elimi-
nate the possibility of people getting sick.” 
After researching this rare issue, I decided the current law is 
complete bulloney. Certain risks come from all foods, and it is the 
consumer’s responsibility to know these risks. The bill mandates 
a warning label that will be placed on the product, identifying it 
as raw, leaving the potentially risky decision up to the consumer 
— as it should be. And sorry for all the cow puns. I just wanted to 
milk this opportunity it for all it was worth.
lilian.langston@umontana.edu
@LangstonLilian
I can say with some confi-dence that you like at least one sport. Whether it in-
volves balls, decks or group 
play is irrelevant. This town is 
full of fans. We have, you could 
say, plethora of fans. (I for one 
am a fan of the word plethora.) 
Now, just because I’m the (type)
face of the arts section doesn’t 
mean I can’t catch a ball. I just 
can’t do it well. Still I bet I could 
still make a double play, like that 
one time, in T-ball. But I’m not 
talking about playing sports, be 
it beer league, NCAA or just for 
funsies. I’m talking about being 
a fan, and goddammit we’re col-
lectively pretty good at it, for bet-
ter or worse.
I lost five dollars when Mich-
igan lost on Monday night, but 
that didn’t matter. It was an 
incentive to cheer, boo, slap ta-
bles and drink faster. I couldn’t 
compare to the A-list bros real-
ly givin’r at another table, but it 
gave me greater license to have 
an open dialogue with the flat 
screen on the wall. This is a skill 
I acquired early in life, as you 
can read in my upcoming mem-
oir, “Yelling at TVs With Dad.” It 
is acceptable behavior (required, 
in some regions) to let every-
one around you know exactly 
how you felt about that last play. 
Without this norm, the first Se-
ahawks/Packers game last year 
would have been pretty lacklus-
ter. Any game, national or local, 
has its followers on game days 
and off-seasons. Some people 
wear band T-shirts, some wear 
Griz gear. 
I’m trying to say that fan-
hood is culture. It is often an 
art — the outfits, the songs and 
cheers and the choreography 
of whatever it is that’s “only 
weird when it doesn’t work.” 
The mass of bodies off the 
field/court is as much a part of 
any sport as the players them-
selves. It’s the same euphoria, 
revelation or thrill one can find 
in any art museum, music ven-
ue or theater. It’s just more of 
an active kind of participation/
appreciation. 
But as with any group of 
likeminded (and often inebriat-
ed) young people, groupthink 
tends to take over. Sometimes 
it creates hilarious situations, 
like Daniel Threw’s epic streak-
ing in 2011. Sometimes it’s a 
breeding ground for depravity, 
like the only discernible rea-
son I can find for the existence 
of eGriz.com. Troll it for a lit-
tle bit. It’s the male equivalent 
of female commenters on the 
Gawker spin-off blog Jezebel. 
The culture of fanhood is best 
left to that moment (or the two 
hours of moments) that actually 
matter to a team’s performance 
and to your function as a fan. 
Total immersion in a sport, 
team or season is the first step 
to ignorance of other art forms 
like politeness or civility. 
Yet those are the few, the 
overly proud. The majority 
of you sports fans are good 
TV-yellers, jersey-wearers and 
first-down-signalers. 
Most days you’re just people 
too, realizing that despite ES-
PN’s 24-hour cycle, other cool 
stuff happens now and then. 
Keep it loud, Missoula. And Go 
Twins.
brooks.johnson@umontana.edu
@readbrooks
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FOOD TRUCK
From page 1
will include traditional street 
food like tacos, quesadillas, 
chips with queso and more. 
The late-night menu fits the 
average college student’s bud-
get with four tacos for $5 and 
chips and queso dip for $3. 
“The truth is, at night you’re 
going out, and there’s not a 
ton of money left over,” Don-
na Bauck, associate director 
for retail operations, said. “It’s 
made for those students that 
only have a buck or two in their 
pocket.” 
The breakfast and lunch 
menus are slightly more expen-
sive, with lunch specials run-
ning at $6. 
In the future, dining ser-
vices hopes to serve a wide 
variety of foods from many 
cultures and plans on doing 
more research and product de-
velopment during the summer, 
Bauck said. 
“A lot of it is going to come 
from feedback from students on 
campus, what they want to see 
and what drives them,” she said. 
The truck will be used Fri-
days through Sundays during 
the day to serve food at other 
events like athletics and the 
Spring Thaw Festival on the 
Oval. 
Waetje said the truck cost 
$167,000 and was originally 
purchased to avoid a $250,000 
kitchen renovation at Missoula 
College. 
“We’re able to have way 
more versatility by having the 
truck than to pay to do a reno-
vation,” Waetje said. 
All of the proceeds from the 
truck will stay with UM, Waet-
je said. UM dining services 
doesn’t use any of the general 
or state funds and has to gener-
ate its own money. A lot of the 
profits from the dining truck 
will go toward helping dining 
services stay self-sufficient. 
Because the truck is brand 
new, projected revenue is hard 
to assess, Waetje said, but din-
ing services hopes to have the 
truck paid off within the next 
few years.
grace.ryan@umontana.edu
Stacy Thacker/Montana Kaimin
The Galloping Griz is a new food truck provided by University of Montana dining services.
www.MONTANAKAIMIN.com
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cannot accommodate them,” 
Graslie said of the space and 
money UM provides for the 
zoological museum. “We have 
such potential at the University 
to talk about research and sci-
entists behind the scenes, and 
all we hear about is the Griz 
burrito.”
Graslie said that she and her 
coworkers have been frustrated 
with the lack of funding that 
UM has given them in com-
parison to other things such as 
sports. They believe that stu-
dents and the University would 
benefit if more resources were 
given to the museum.
“I definitely think the mu-
seum should get more recogni-
tion from the University,” said 
Halisia Hubbard, co-founder 
of the University of Montana 
Zoological Museum Club, or 
UMZooM Club. “I would never 
have known there was a mu-
seum on campus if (local en-
trepreneur) Hank Green didn’t 
make a YouTube video about it. 
Having people be aware of its 
existence will make a huge dif-
ference and will help generate 
the support and recognition it 
deserves.” 
Graslie got the idea for a 
YouTube channel after meeting 
with Green, who helps produce 
her show. Together, they hope 
to continue to give students the 
scoop on the museum and the 
learning opportunities it pro-
vides. 
“It is the largest zoological 
museum between Minneapolis, 
Minn. and Eastern Washing-
ton University,” Graslie said. 
“It has the largest collection of 
grizzlies in the United States. It 
is a huge and very significant 
collection.”
zeno.wicks@umontana.edu
BRAIN
From page 1
Courtesy Photo/The Brain Scoop
The Brain Scoop host Emily Graslie makes her first cut into a dead wolf’s neck in the “Skinning the Wolf” video on Youtube.
HELENA, Mont. — The 
state’s main spending bill 
cleared a Senate committee 
late Tuesday with a few chang-
es and is now headed to the 
full floor.
The $9 billion budget bill 
was endorsed by an 11-9 mar-
gin in Senate Finance and 
Claims Committee, with a mix 
of Democrats and Republicans 
opposing it.
The panel made a few addi-
tional tweaks.
It extended to more agen-
cies an across-the-board bud-
get cut requiring they leave 
2 percent of their jobs vacant. 
Mont. Senate panel wraps up budget 
Associated Press Republicans expect that move 
to trim more than $20 million 
from the spending plan.
The committee also voted 
Tuesday to take advantage of 
an opportunity to expand the 
number of out-of-state med-
ical school slots for Montana 
students, which carries a price 
tag of close to $400,000. Sup-
porters said sending more 
Montana students to medical 
school could help relieve a 
doctor shortage in rural areas.
Overall, there was little 
changed in the spending plan 
that cleared the House last 
month with an unprecedent-
ed 100-0 vote. The sponsor of 
the bill, Rep. Duane Ankney 
of Colstrip, congratulated the 
senators.
“They went through the 
budget with a fine-tooth 
comb,” the Republican told 
them right before the final 
vote. “I brought you a dia-
mond and you shined it up, 
and a fine job you did.”
The Republican majority 
has rejected Democratic at-
tempts to restore federal fami-
ly planning money in the main 
budget bill, an issue that will 
again receive a lot of atten-
tion when the budget hits the 
floor. GOP leaders expect they 
ultimately will lose that fight 
when the budget hits Gov. 
Steve Bullock’s desk.
The Senate committee on 
Tuesday also started looking 
at the proposed pay raise for 
state employees who have been 
laboring under a pay freeze, 
and it started looking at a sep-
arate $100 million bill seeking 
to boost jobs and improve ed-
ucation and other facilities by 
erecting and improving build-
ings. A decision could come 
later in the week.
The governor’s office ar-
gued that lawmakers should 
return to Bullock’s original 
plan of using low-interest 
bonds to pay for the projects.
MONTANA
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Puddles are a common oc-
currence on ski slopes in April, 
but many resorts in the nation 
have adopted a “bigger is bet-
ter” mentality.
On Saturday Whitefish 
Mountain Resort (still affec-
tionately called “Big Moun-
tain” by loyal locals) held its 
annual pond skim/costume 
contest. Skiers and snowboard-
ers dressed in elaborate cos-
tumes braved the wildly vary-
ing weather conditions for a 
chance to get even colder and 
wetter. 
An eight-foot tall human 
“panty tree” flew toward the 
pond until wind resistance 
caused him to fall over before 
making contact with the wa-
ter. It made a noise, and there 
were plenty of people around 
to hear it. A bald, Tommy-Ba-
hama-wearing Hunter Thomp-
son was too drunk (or too in 
character) to make it down the 
slope, sliding face-first off the 
five-foot drop into the pond. 
Staff members were on hand to 
fish out contestants who, in this 
case, were unaware they made it 
to the pond, or whose costumes 
were too elaborate to swim in. 
Photo Courtesy of Whitefish Mountain Resort
Claude Boiteau, dressed as a “Panty Tree,” was awarded best costume at 
Whitefish Resort’s Pond Skim. 
A splash to end the ski-son
with equal chances for nor-
mal, above or below average 
snowfall in the Pacific North-
west. But keep in mind, just 
The weather conditions 
went from sunny, to rainy, to 
sleet, to snow in the course of 
an hour, but contestants contin-
ued to plunge into the water for 
a chance at ... fame? Fortune at 
the very least, as the last round 
involved a chance at grabbing 
any one of 10 hundred dollar 
bills hung from a rope nearly 
twenty feet above the surface 
of the water. A skiing “Woody” 
(from Toy Story) managed to 
take down the rope and claim 
a $1,000 cash prize. 
Riley Polumbus, the public 
relations manager for White-
fish Resort, knows that contes-
tants face certain risks jumping 
into ice-cold water in mid-April, 
but says that the biggest issues 
may not necessarily be hypo-
thermia. 
“Certainly ego and embar-
rassment can be a part of this,” 
Polumbus said. “The weather 
can cause a little bit of cold, es-
pecially if you do end up going 
into the pond. So it’s a really 
good thing if you’re a compet-
itor to bring extra clothes and 
have something warm to wrap 
yourself up in after you get 
wet.”  
Sunday was Big Mountain’s 
last day of the season, and most 
resorts either closed on Sunday 
or Tuesday. But a few stragglers 
are keeping their lifts open for 
at least one more weekend. 
Lookout Pass closes on Satur-
day while Big Sky and Moon-
light Basin will be open until 
Sunday, all featuring similar 
end-of-the-year events to cele-
brate.
Kipp Proctor, the media rela-
tions and community manager 
at Big Sky Resort, said the mas-
sive resort has been receiving 
consistent snow through April, 
and there is still plenty to go 
around for the warm-weather 
skiing enthusiast. 
This Saturday, Big Sky will 
be hosting a pond skim of their 
own, with 50 spots still open for 
registration. But expect some-
thing out-of-the-ordinary, as pre-
vious years have featured ponds 
shaped like Tetris pieces, jumps 
with landings in the middle of 
the water, and two-tier ponds. 
Moonlight Basin will be cele-
brating with its annual Huck-A-
Berry freestyle competition/rail 
jam on Sunday, promising steeze 
for those who might be a bit 
too cool to throw on a tutu and 
plunge into icy water.
National Oceanic Atom-
spheric Admistration predic-
tions for next season are still 
up in the air (pun intended), 
Eben Wragge-Keller
Montana Kaimin
because the resorts aren’t open, 
doesn’t mean the backcountry 
is closed. 
eben.wragge-keller@umontana.edu
MONTANA
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White Mystery returns with the swag
MUSIC
For the fourth year in a 
row, brother and sister swag-
ger-rock duo White Mystery 
will drop its latest record on 
April 20. But before your bong-
water-soaked brain parts take 
the 4/20 reference and start 
connecting weed or Hitler-re-
lated dots in your mind, con-
sider first that these natives of 
north-side Chicago officially 
called themselves a band on 
April 20, 2008, and have been 
getting down ever since.
The White Mystery sound 
of Alex White and Francis 
Scott Key White has always 
been high-energy, like a skin-
ny teenager in hand-me-down 
jeans. If they haven’t already, 
fans of high-profile garage rock 
acts like Ty Segall will definite-
ly find something to chew on 
while listening to any of White 
Mystery’s last three records. 
The band will officially throw 
their latest full-length album to 
the music-hungry wolves lat-
er this month when they host 
their 4/20 Psychadelic Melt-
down festival in San Francisco. 
For those with a smaller bud-
get, they’ll be playing Missou-
la’s VFW Wednesday at 9 p.m.
The “let’s have a party!” 
Photo Courtesy of John Yingling
White Mystery plays Schubas Tavern in Chicago, Ill., on Jan. 15. The duo play Wednesday at the VFW, 9 PM. Tickets are $5 over 21 and $7 18-20
Christopher Allen
Montana Kaimin
vibe from previous records like 
“Blood & Venom” is still intact, 
but their palate has broadened. 
What’s changed on their new-
est, “Telepathic,” is the range 
and scope of the songs.
“‘Telepathic” has a lot of dif-
ferent layers to it,” said Alex 
White, sister and Rickenbacker 
rocker extraordinaire. “There’s 
aggression, there’s pop, and re-
ally groovy songs, too. And the 
live show has been very seam-
less.” 
Tracks like “Jungle Cat” give 
the already high-energy sound 
a titty twister, with brother 
Francis’ drumming reaching 
an almost thrash metal pace. 
Tracks such as “Fun Times” 
give the sibling’s songwriting 
some room to breathe and hint 
at psych-pop antecedents from 
the late ‘60s and ‘70s. 
White Mystery’s explora-
tions of different genres has 
even caught the attention of 
music vets like former Black 
Flag member, vet Henry Rol-
lins, who digs the band’s ex-
pansion into acoustic territo-
ry. “Even though ‘Telepathic’ 
might have a song that you 
could almost consider acous-
tic,” Alex said, “it still has that 
White Mystery energy. It’s cool 
to see what different people’s 
reactions are.”
With so many bands, and 
garage rock in particular, the 
true measure of this band can 
only be felt while standing in 
front of the stage, well within 
striking distance of their red 
hair, whipping around like 
sprinklers on fire. A big part of 
this band’s charm is the swag-
ger, the way Alex seems to strut 
even while standing still, and 
Francis banging those drums 
like a mad caveman.
Despite booking notoriously 
grueling festivals like SXSW 
in Austin, Tex., White Mystery 
hasn’t missed a beat. They’ve 
been touring damn near every 
night for three years straight 
and seem poised to keep going 
until they drop dead. 
“It’s pretty natural,” Alex 
said. “In 2012, we played 200 
shows which is a nice number 
for a year, but this year it will be 
quite a bit more. SXSW and all 
the Burger Records shows were 
amazing. Seeing all those fan-
tastic bands and your friends is 
really nice experience.” White 
Mystery is also looking for-
ward to European dates, sum-
mer festivals in France and the 
Netherlands as well as a first-
time visit to the UK.
“White Mystery’s been on 
the road relentlessly, growing 
audiences and just having a 
great time with people,” Alex 
said. “There’s a lot of really 
cool stuff going on, and we’re 
having a blast.”
While on the road, Alex and 
Francis get pumped listening 
to staples like Metallica, Led 
Zeppelin or the Beastie Boys. 
But that doesn’t mean they’re 
ignorant of the pop charts. 
“Thrift Shop” by rapper Mack-
lemore and producer Ryan 
Lewis is currently getting 
some airtime in the tour van. 
Though the chapter is done on 
releasing records with Hallow-
een themes and custom lolli-
pops through label Missile X, 
White Mystery continues to 
fuse music and art projects to-
gether. “Telepathic” will come 
with a coloring book compan-
ion and a half-hour animat-
ed projection show which the 
band will feature during live 
shows as well as on YouTube. 
“People will be able to enjoy 
the record sonically and visu-
ally,” Alex said.  
Either these siblings possess 
some sort of devious power 
sources that fuel their perpet-
ual touring schedule, or the 
irminds have finally begun 
to crumple and scatter in full 
view of any cheap-beer clutch-
ing audience they can find. 
Either way, it sounds pretty 
sweet.
White Mystery twists necks 
and breaks sweats at the VFW 
on Wednesday, April 10. Or-
gans from New York will open 
as well as locals Magpies and 
Boys. Doors open at 9. $5 for 
21+/$7 for 18-20.
christopher.allen@umontana.edu
@ChrisBrianAllen
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Support and opposition have 
been fierce on the proposed Key-
stone XL Pipeline, which would 
carry tar sands oil through 250 
miles of Montana’s northeast cor-
ner. The governor, both Montana 
senators and our lone congressman 
have all voiced support for the plan 
in the name of economic stimulus 
and energy independence. How-
ever, strong resistance to the project 
remains among environmental ac-
tivists and concerned citizens. Pub-
lic opinion has depended largely on 
the information provided and by 
whom.
Jeffrey Gritzner, professor of 
geography at the University of 
Montana and executive director of 
the Restoration Project, conducted 
months of research and wrote a 
paper outlining environmental and 
social impacts of constructing the oil 
pipeline. He sent the document to 
congressional staffers in Washing-
ton, D.C. Gritzner’s findings often 
clash directly with the information 
provided by TransCanada Corp. 
TransCanada Corp., a Canadi-
an energy infrastructure company, 
plans to construct the Keystone 
XL Pipeline as an extension of The 
Keystone Pipeline Network, which 
already ships barrels of crude oil 
from Hardesty, Alberta to Patoka, 
Ill. TransCanada owns oil concerns 
throughout Canada, the United 
States and Mexico. The proposed 
extension project, Keystone XL, 
would link Hardesty to Steele City, 
Neb., and meet a connecting pipe-
line to Port Arthur, Texas. Tran-
sCanada’s website projects trans-
porting 830,000 barrels of oil a day 
via this network. The construction 
of the pipeline would be the largest 
infrastructure project within the 
United States.
TansCanada submitted a Presi-
dential Permit application in March 
2013 to begin work on Keystone XL, 
and approval is pending. President 
Barack Obama approved legislation 
in March 2012 for construction of 
several sections of pipeline in the 
United States.
Diluted bitumen, known as 
dilbit, is a heavy hydrocarbon that 
is produced by processing the 
products of the Alberta tar sands. 
Gritzner said the dilbit is much 
heavier and more toxic and acidic 
than regular crude oil. Because of its 
density, dilbit is especially difficult to 
transport safely and clean out of wa-
ter systems. But TransCanada cites a 
Nebraska Department of Environ-
mental Quality report which claims 
that dilbit is not especially harmful, 
and that its properties are similar to 
those of traditional crude oils. 
Riley Pavelich
Montana Kaimin
Keystone XL Pipeline: Where it’s at now
The Keystone XL would trans-
port dilbit from Alberta through 
Montana heading for refineries in 
the Gulf Coast. Although domestic 
oil from the Bakken Formation in 
North Dakota and Montana would 
be added to the Canadian dilbit at a 
connection pipeline in Baker, Mont., 
the Keystone XL would primarily 
carry dilbit. Gritzner wrote in his ar-
ticle that leaks are more frequent in 
pipelines carrying dilbit because of 
the higher heat and pressure need-
ed to move the dense hydrocarbon.
Gov. Steve Bullock, a Democrat, 
wrote a letter to Obama and Secre-
tary of State Hillary Clinton advo-
cating pipeline construction. In the 
letter from Jan. 23, he wrote:
“I believe that, if done correctly, 
with appropriate regulation and 
long-term oversight, the Keystone 
XL Pipeline project has the ability 
to create many good paying jobs in 
Montana, further American energy 
security, and add vitality to our ru-
ral communities.”
TransCanada had not respond-
ed to numerous phone calls at press-
time. Their website projects the cre-
ation of 16,000 jobs and claims that 
the corporation currently employs 
4,000 Americans in Oklahoma 
and Texas. The Canadian Energy 
Research Institute predicts that the 
Keystone XL will boost America’s 
gross domestic product by $172 bil-
lion by 2035. 
Gritzner counters by citing a 
Cornell University study, which 
suggests that the realistic number 
of jobs created by pipeline construc-
tion is closer to 2,500. The study 
claims that job creation was over-es-
timated by hypothetical spin-off 
work and employment outsourced 
to Russia, India and Canada. 
Gritzner also questions the social 
ramifications of sudden popula-
tion growth due to pipeline con-
struction. He said that prostitution, 
alcoholism, addiction, school over-
crowding and law enforcement 
issues develop in communities ex-
periencing the oil boom. 
The Assiniboine and Sioux Rural 
Water Supply System regulates wa-
ter usage for the Fort Peck Reserva-
tion and four counties in northeast-
ern Montana. The ASRWSS draws 
its water from the Missouri River, 
which the Keystone XL would have 
to cross. 
“It’s a given that the crime activ-
ity increases and hospitals are get-
ting more use, and housing is so ex-
pensive,” said water commissioner 
Bill Whitehead. “Sure, there are jobs, 
but you can’t find anywhere to live.”
Even on the Rural Water Commis-
sion Board, opinion is split about the 
pipeline. Project Manager Tom Escarce-
ga said that they were initially negotiat-
ing with TransCanada for the pipeline to 
cross the Fort Peck reservation to gener-
ate tax revenue for the tribes.
“You would think a corporation 
with a social consciousness would want 
to alleviate people’s poverty,” Escarcega 
said. “But there has been a deliberate at-
tempt from Canada to the Gulf Coast to 
avoid any reservation.”
Commissioner Dean Blount con-
dones resource development, but he 
thinks it must be done responsibly.
“Our concerns are well-founded,” 
Blount said. “We’ve been opposed to 
this pipeline for many years. I think 
we’re being manipulated by govern-
ments, I really do.”
Gritzner said his special interest 
in the issue is vulnerable populations 
being subject to the interests of oil cor-
porations. He thinks that the media, the 
government and academia construct a 
narrative of the situation, which is trans-
mitted by popular culture and sways 
public opinion. 
“Once we construct a narrative with 
the media and government it becomes 
the reality without looking at the facts,” 
Gritzner said. “This is largely seen as an 
issue of economic benefits and consid-
ered without reference to the broader 
social and environmental problems.”
Gritzner doesn’t blame politicians 
Forest Chaput de Saintonge / Montana Kaimin
Suzie Rosett, a member of the group “Northern Rockies Rising Tide” simulates an oil spill on Higgins Avenue. Ro-
sett, along with about 20 other protestors marched through downtown Missoula in 2011, protesting the Keystone 
XL Oil Pipeline. 
for their advocacy of the project, but 
realizes that they are held responsible to 
public opinion. He said Montana is the 
only state involved in the project that has 
regulations on the books, which enables 
Helena to negotiate with TransCanada 
to alter the routes of the pipeline. 
“We have quite a remarkable con-
stitution with all these environmental 
protections,” Gritzner said. “I think we 
have legal mechanisms to deal with en-
vironmental issues.” 
Obama is expected to give his ap-
proval of the Keystone XL Expansion 
Project, but the decision won’t be known 
for several weeks. 
riley.pavelich@umontana.edu
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 You’re at short, they’ve got a 
man on second and the batter 
knocks one into right field. What 
do you do?
When Will Cote used to sit 
with his family around the dinner 
table of his Bay Area home in Cal-
ifornia, his father would test him 
on such scenarios. There his father 
ingrained in his son the impor-
tance of being mentally sound in 
order to be successful on the base-
ball diamond. 
“My dad is a big baseball guy, 
so he really encouraged and sup-
ported me to play when I was 
younger,” Cote said. “He was al-
ways quizzing me on the mental 
stuff of the game and that was a 
big part of my development as a 
player growing up.”
The University of Montana 
shortstop said that it was his men-
tal grooming as a kid that helped 
shape him into a consistent ball-
player, which he feels is his great-
est asset on the field.
“You really just have to focus 
on the little things as they come 
and keep it short and sweet, be-
cause if you think too much and 
things start going bad, you can 
get stuck in a bad place,” Cote 
said.
Cote is from Lafayette, Calif., 
where he helped lead Acalanes 
High to a 22-1 record and a state 
title his junior year. He played 
his first two seasons of colle-
giate ball at New Mexico High-
lands University, an NCAA 
Division II program, before 
making the move to Missoula. 
Cote said that although it was 
bittersweet to leave NMHU, as 
he and his teammates were one 
game away from the DII College 
World Series last year, his family 
connections to Missoula and the 
academic environment of UM 
were what lured him up north. 
Cote’s Missoula roots run 
deep. His grandfather previous-
“I’m nowhere near the performer 
that they are.”
Griz manager Ryan Sharkey 
said that Cote has already estab-
lished himself as a leader of the 
team, but that he’s done it with his 
play rather than his words. 
“Will is the kind of guy that 
doesn’t need to open his mouth 
to help set the tone for the team,” 
Sharkey said. “He’s done a hell of a 
job for us on the field, but he’s also 
very accountable and does what 
he’s asked to do for us. He leads by 
example and the other guys defi-
nitely key off of that energy.”
Cote is studying business mar-
keting at UM and he said he’s 
shooting to work in the front of-
fice of a professional baseball team 
when his playing days are done. 
“My dad works in insurance 
and has worked with some pro 
teams, I would definitely like to 
follow suit and work with a pro-
fessional organization,” Cote said. 
grady.higgins@umontana.edu
@gradyhiggins
KEEPING IT IN THE FAMILY
Griz baseball player Will Cote extends his family’s Missoula roots
Grady Higgins
Montana Kaimin
ly owned the Missoula Club, one 
of Missoula’s most famous insti-
tutions, for about 30 years.
“My grandpa bought the Mo 
Club when he got out of the mil-
itary after World War II and my 
dad worked there his whole life 
growing up,” Cote said. “It’s cool 
now that I’m older that it’s still 
one of the most popular places 
for college kids to go and I take 
a lot of pride knowing that we 
have that strong family connec-
tion with Missoula.”
Both of Cote’s older sisters also 
went to UM, with one graduating 
in 2004 as an opera major and the 
other in 2009 with an acting de-
gree. Cote said his skillset couldn’t 
differ more from his sisters.
“I sing in the shower and that’s 
about it,” he said with a laugh. 
Thom Bridge/Montana Kaimin
Shortstop Will Cote fields a ground ball on Tuesday. Due to strong family connections and the pursuit of  a “better academic environment,” Cody recent-
ly transfered to Missoula from New Mexico Highland University.
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It was a brisk and windy 
25 degrees at 6 a.m. when the 
Lady Griz soccer team began 
practice in an empty Washing-
ton-Grizzly stadium. The end 
zone that is usually dominated 
by burly Griz football players 
filled with bundled up soccer 
players warming up before 
drills under the lights. 
Since January, the team has 
practiced four days a week at 6 
a.m. 
It may be why Montana’s 
program ended on another 
high note for the second year 
in a row last fall. The Lady 
Griz shared their first regu-
lar season Big Sky Conference 
title since 2000 in a three-way 
tie with Portland State and Ida-
ho State. They advanced to the 
conference tournament cham-
pionship in Pocatello, Idaho but 
fell to the Idaho State Bengals 
in a 4-3 shootout.  
Two years ago, Mark Pla-
korus transformed a program 
that hadn’t had much success 
for years. This spring his team 
Soccer moves on without seniors
Alexandria Valdez 
Montana Kaimin
Stacy Thacker/Montana Kaimin 
The Lady Griz soccer team works on drills during practice on Tuesday morning at Washington Grizzly Stadium. 
The team has been practicing four days a week since January.
undergoes another transforma-
tion, as it will be the first time 
his squad practices without 
graduating seniors.
“It’s basically a new team; 
it’s starting over,” Plakorus 
said. “For the younger players, 
we have to make sure they’re 
ready to take that next step.” 
That next step is an oppor-
tunity for younger players to 
fill the seniors’ cleats. Six play-
ers graduated and were critical 
to the success of the team the 
past two years. Montana lost its 
starting keeper Kristen Hoon, 
Big Sky Co-Offensive MVP Erin 
Craig, Big Sky Defensive MVP 
Lauren Costa, Lauren McCre-
ath, Kate Wilkins and Ashley 
Tombelaine. In their last two 
years at Montana, these players 
led the team to the NCAA tour-
nament in 2011 and a regular 
season title in 2012. 
Taking the reins is junior 
India Watne, who knows that 
losing seniors is a part of the 
process. 
“It’s part of life, letting go of 
them, and it was weird in the 
beginning,” Watne said. “We 
still love them and we still 
hang out with them but when 
it comes to the team you can’t 
really dwell on what is gone. So 
we’re trying to move forward 
and correct things from last 
year but it’s just so important to 
move forward because we can’t 
get them back.”
With six holes in the roster, 
younger players like Texas na-
tive Taylor Rhodes have the 
opportunity to step up. As a 
freshman, Rhodes saw min-
utes on the field last fall. Pla-
korus said that Rhodes and the 
younger players are developing 
well this spring. He said now is 
the time to get in their repeti-
tions so they do not come back 
in the fall “wide-eyed”. 
In her first spring training, 
Rhodes said that it is not al-
ways that fun. 
“It kind of is a drag,” Rhodes 
said. “It’s a grind every day in 
and out but when it’s done 
hopefully you get something 
out of it, like individually and 
from a team and social aspect. 
You learn to trust each other.” 
alexandria.valdez@umontana.edu 
@A_N_Valdez
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The wind howled at the Riv-
erbowl Monday evening, as the 
Montana Bearfight Ultimate 
team ran up and down the 
weedy field, leaping to catch 
Frisbees and breathing on their 
hands to keep warm. The omi-
nous clouds over Mount Senti-
nel seemed to be daring anyone 
to be caught outside when its 
downpour hit, but the Bearfight 
players were unperturbed. The 
team was busy training for their 
biggest tournament of the sea-
son so far — sectionals.
“It’s hard to throw and it 
hurts to catch when it’s cold,” 
Bearfight co-captain Jake Ko-
plen said. “But it’s fun, no mat-
ter what. We don’t care.”
A tall, lanky group dressed 
in Nike athletic shorts for easy 
movement, soccer cleats for 
traction and Patagonia coats for 
warmth, Bearfight looked more 
ready for hot chocolate than for 
play. But come this weekend, 
they will be ready to compete.
Friday, the team travels to 
Salt Lake City for sectionals. If 
the team places in the top three, 
it will go to regionals in Boise, 
Idaho.
For senior Scott Albrethsen, 
another co-captain, this tourna-
ment represents his last shot to 
make a run before graduation.
“We have a good enough 
team to be the best. We’ve been 
improving all year. If we play 
well and get surprised it’s not a 
failure, but we will be super dis-
appointed for sure,” Albrethsen 
said.
The game, colloquially called 
ultimate Frisbee but officially 
known simply as Ultimate (due 
to WHAM-O’s trademark of 
 UM ultimate team prepares for sectionals
Andy Bixler
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the word Frisbee), originated in 
New Jersey in 1968, according to 
USA Ultimate’s webpage. The 
goal is to pass the disc forward 
down the field from player to 
player down and into the scor-
ing area. 
There are not many rules — 
and no officials to enforce them. 
The players, who follow a guid-
ing “spirit of the game,” run the 
contests. 
“Spirit of the Game is the 
first, oldest rule of Ultimate. 
There isn’t a mediator, and 
you’re responsible for your be-
havior. Players that aren’t spirit-
ed kind of stand out like a sore 
thumb. They’re kind of the jerks 
on the teams,” Albrethsen said. 
“If you get fouled or foul 
someone, you call the foul,” said 
Koplen. “And then the other 
player can either contest the foul 
or not. It’s kind of promoting 
the whole idea of sportsman-
ship and respecting your fellow 
player.”
Originally known as the 
Missoula RiverRats, the team 
was founded 10 years ago. By 
the time Koplen and Albrethsen 
joined four years ago, the River-
Rats had become divided into 
cliques, the older kids ignoring 
the younger ones and vice-ver-
sa. They rarely practiced, and 
they lacked structure. When 
Koplen and his buddies took 
over, they decided change was 
in order, starting with the name.
RiverRats was out, but what 
would replace it? A trip to the 
bars provided, as it so often 
does, the answer: Bearfight, a 
drink named after a combina-
tion of an Irish Car Bomb and a 
Jagerbomb, taken back-to-back.
That was three years ago, 
and since changing their name 
and recommitting to win-
ning, Koplen has seen the team 
evolve into a tight-knit group 
of Frisbee-hocking friends, 
and into a potential contender 
in college Ultimate. Last fall, 
the team went 8-0 at their sea-
son-opening Big Sky Preview, 
which hosted every team in the 
conference. 
Tuesday evening’s practice 
finds the team at Sentinel High 
School, where they are running 
a full-fledged scrimmage to 
prepare for regionals. Koplen 
and his fellow co-captains run 
drills and bark orders, while at 
the same time practicing them-
selves. Bearfight, unlike many 
college Ultimate teams, uses 
player-coaches, in part because 
of the chemistry, but mostly be-
cause nobody wants to miss out 
on the fun. 
Beneath the jabs and laugh-
ter, there is an excitement, and 
intensity as they finish up their 
season.
“It’s the final push of the sea-
son. We’re feeling pretty good, 
pretty confident about our 
chances (at sectionals),” Koplen 
said. “We’ve got a few kinks to 
work out, but we are planning 
on making it to regionals.”
andrew.bixler@umontana.edu
@ambixler3
Candace Rojo/ Montana Kaimin
Nate Goodburn, a player on the Bearfight University of Montana Ultimate Frisbee team, attempts to catch a Fris-
bee during the teams practice Tuesday afternoon at Sentinel High School’s field.
see page 11
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LOST & FOUND
Found: Silver 8tgb iPod nano 3g. 
Has a Japanese prep school name 
on back. Call LeRoy at: 
(406) 560 0432
HELP WANTED
Parks & Recreation Seasonal 
Positions: Aquatics, Recreation. 
Applications, descriptions, 
deadlines at www.ci.missoula.
mt.us/jobs or Currents Aquatics 
Center, 600 Cregg, McCormick 
Park. Lifeguarding classes start 
4/8 & 5/6. 
www.missoulaparks.org
Summer & Fall Writing 
Internships: Are you interested 
in elk, wildlife, conservation, 
hunting and outdoor adventure? 
Want to write for a magazine with 
200,000+ circulation, a TV show 
seen in 31 million homes and a 
website receiving 170,000 hits per 
month? Bugle magazine at RMEF 
is your ticket. We offer unpaid 
internships that give you the 
chance to boost both your skills 
and resume while writing for 
print, broadcast, and the internet. 
Email cover letter, resume, and 
three writing samples to 
jobs@rmef.org.
Visitor Center Student Assistant: 
The Rocky Mountain Elk 
Foundation, a hunter based 
non-profit wildlife habitat 
conservation organization seeks 
an outgoing student for part time 
work, 15-25 hours per week, 
including mandatory weekends. 
$8.00 per hour. Excellent 
customer service, communication, 
& computer skills required. Retail 
exp. and passion for conservation 
preferred. Email cover letter & 
resume to jobs@rmef.org. 
Closes 4/20.
Need summer work in Missoula? 
The Shipping Depot has an 
immediate opening for a front-line 
Customer Service specialist. This 
is an exciting retail environment, 
challenging work with lots of 
variety, and constant customer 
contact. We reward initiative 
and creativity and promote from 
within. No experience necessary, 
paid training provided. Flexible 
scheduling, competitive pay, 
full or part-time, Saturdays 
required. APPLY IN PERSON 
at The Shipping Depot, 2120 S. 
Reserve, by Rosauer’s, or at 1001 
E. Broadway, by Albertson’s 
Eastgate.
Wildland Firefighters needed 
- many positions available. For 
training information please call 
406-273-6111 or refer to our 
website A1.fireservices.com
PERSONALS
Male Personal Care Attendant. 
Tuesday - Friday 2-21/2 hours per 
day, 9 1/2 hour per weekend. $10-
11/hr, call Matt 721-1528. No exp. 
necessary.
SERVICES
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Voted 
best of Missoula 2012. Student 
discounts! 136 E Broadway 
Computer Central 542-6540
Cheap Charley's Mini Storage, 
Griz Discount: Option 1) Full 
month free with 3 months up 
front. Option 2) 5% Griz Discount 
off regular price with Free sign 
up fee! Student discount for truck 
rental. (406) 721-7277
ADD/ADHD + college = chaos? 
How to improve focus with 
natural therapies. Community 
conversation on ADD/ADHD. 
Tuesday 4/16 at 7 PM, Missoula 
Public Library.
MISCELLANEOUS
School of Extended & Lifelong 
Learning: Register for Summer 
2013 Semester - 4 day weeks, 
3 day weekends! Visit umt.
edu/summer for a chance to 
win a $500 summer semester 
scholarship!
Patrick Barkey said. In terms of di-
rect economic impact, Barkey said 
this means the effects on local jobs. 
UM directly employs 2,800 
people in Missoula, divvying out 
$182 million in payroll and bene-
fits each year, according to a 2010 
report compiled by the BBER. Re-
search programs rake in an addi-
tional $62 million in spending, and 
were responsible for 635 Missoula 
jobs in 2012, UM’s Vice President of 
Research and Creative Scholarship 
Scott Whittenburg said.
The impending cuts will elim-
inate some of these faculty jobs, 
specifically adjunct professor posi-
tions, although University officials 
have yet to release details. Whit-
tenburg said he doesn’t expect to 
lose research jobs, but as employ-
ees retire, their positions may not 
be refilled. 
Then come the indirect effects.
Each year incoming students 
flood Missoula with cash, spend-
ing, renting, buying and attracting 
visitors to town. According to the 
BBER report, aside from tuition, 
UM’s nonresident students spend 
a total of $49 million in Montana 
annually, with almost half of the 
money going to retail and trade 
goods. The 9,600 friends and fam-
ily members who visit students 
every year generate an additional 
$5.4 million. 
These estimates are based on 
surveys from 2008, when 3,456 
nonresident students filled UM’s 
halls. Enrollment has dropped 
since then, falling by more than 
700 students in fall 2012 alone, and 
BUDGET
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currently only 2,303 out-of-staters 
study on campus. 
Not only does this decline re-
sult in less beer sales or tuition rev-
enue — nonresident students pay 
45 percent of UM’s undergraduate 
tuition — but state funding is allo-
cated based on enrollment trends 
as well.
All in all, it’s bad business for 
everyone.
“I don’t want to be so merce-
nary to call education sales,” Bar-
key said. “But on a financial level, 
that’s what’s going on. If there’s 
fewer students in Missoula, all of 
that spending on housing, health-
care, entertainment, you name it 
— that demand isn’t here.”
Walt Muralt, owner of Muralt’s 
Travel and the Broadway Inn re-
ceives a large part of his business 
from the University crowd. 
“We see quite a few people go-
ing up and down on Highway 93 
for school,” he said. “A blip on the 
map of the University is definitely 
a blip on the map for us.”
Just how big this blip will 
amount to, Muralt can’t be sure.
“I’m sure we have (lost busi-
ness) because of the less students,” 
he said. “But it’s hard to measure. 
We don’t track why people come 
through our doors or where they 
come from.”
Property renters are also sens-
ing a void.
“I was particularly affected,” 
president of the Western Mon-
tana Landlords Association Vick-
ie Amundson said. Amundson 
rents 80 percent of her properties 
to students, and her largest asset 
is an apartment complex on East 
Broadway.
“This last fall was the first year 
that we weren’t full by the time 
school started,” she said.
A Missoula resident since 1963, 
Amundson said she’s never seen 
enrollment drop this suddenly, 
and  she credits the national reces-
sion.
But as an economist, Barkey 
pointed out that when it comes to 
higher education admissions, the 
opposite is usually true. 
Enrollment is often counter-cy-
clical to the boom-bust cycle of the 
economy, Barkey said. When more 
jobs are available, less people feel 
the need to attend college, and 
vice-versa.
Something else must be at play.
UM president Royce Engstrom 
has stated that concern over stu-
dent safety in light of recent sexual 
assaults may be partially responsi-
ble. 
Engen agreed with the Eng-
strom’s analysis. As a dedicated 
alumnus, Engen said he’s commit-
ted to helping improve UM in any 
way he can. 
“I think it’s important to be 
aware that UM’s health and 
well-being is tied to the larger com-
munity,” he said. “It certainly isn’t 
my area of expertise ... but I know 
that folks will step up to help.”
Whatever the future holds, as 
rain storms pass over Missoula 
this spring, a cloud of fiscal auster-
ity will remain, hovering, waiting 
to flood. 
“It’s kind of like a mile wide 
and an inch deep,” Barkey said. 
“Some people might not notice it 
as much, but it’ll still be there from 
a numerical point of view.”
brett.bernsten@umontana.edu
Mont. House endorses bill 
decriminalizing gay sex 
Associated Press
HELENA, Mont. — The Mon-
tana House endorsed a bill Tuesday 
that would repeal an obsolete state 
law criminalizing gay sex, follow-
ing a vote to bypass the committee 
that tabled the measure.
The Senate approved the mea-
sure earlier this legislative session, 
but Senate Bill 107 became stuck 
in the House Judiciary Committee 
when the Republican-controlled 
panel tabled it.
Rep. Bryce Bennett, D-Missou-
la, led the effort to take the bill out 
of committee and place it on the 
House floor for a vote. Even though 
a 1997 Montana Supreme Court 
decision struck down the law, the 
bill would finally remove hurtful 
language from the books that treats 
gay people as criminals, he said.
“This bill ... is not about a life-
style,” Bennett said. “It’s just about 
protecting the privacy of two 
adults.”
The measure sparked an emo-
tional debate from Republicans 
including Duane Ankney of Col-
strip, a bill supporter who asked the 
Legislature to remove the language 
because it infringes upon individu-
als’ rights.
He called the current law an “em-
barrassment,” and said it “should go 
away ... as quietly as it came.”
A similar measure died in the 
Republican-controlled House two 
years ago after receiving the Sen-
ate’s approval, but on Tuesday, the 
House gave its initial approval with 
25 Republican votes tacked on to 
the Democrats’ 39.
Some Republicans who fought 
the bill’s passage argued it would 
encourage gay relationships to be 
flaunted in classrooms. They also 
cited religious reasons.
After asking Bennett what the 
purpose of sex was, Rep. Dave Hag-
strom, R-Billings, said although he 
didn’t have homophobic feelings, 
gay sex is abnormal.
Hagstrom said that the primary 
purpose of sex is to reproduce, and 
“sex that doesn’t produce people is 
deviant.”
The measure received the 
House’s initial approval in a 64-36 
vote. It needs to pass a final vote 
before facing Democratic Gov. Steve 
Bullock.
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